
CLAS 353: Roman Epic

University of Arizona
Spring 2011

TuTh 9:30-10:45	Modern Languages, Room 310

Course Description: This course will analyze how Latin authors engaged with, manipulated, and explored the literary genre of epic in its various forms, including heroic, historical, scientific, and mythical.  In premodern societies, epic songs often formed the basis of a cultural identity, and in the ancient Mediterranean world the traditions of epic narrative, like hexameter verse itself, had a long history.  We will read some of Latin literature’s most fascinating examples of epic, specifically Virgil’s Aeneid, Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Statius’ Thebaid, Lucan’s Pharsalia, and excerpts from Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura; our focus will be on these works as poems, and on their political, historical, and cultural significance as expressions of Roman cultural identity.

	Instructor:	
Karen Acton (acton@email.arizona.edu)
	LSB 214  (621-7418)
MW 10-12

	Teaching Assistant:
Anthony Browne
(antbrowne@gmail.com)
Classics Department (LSB 203)
Th. 11-12


Texts:
Ambrose, Z. P.  Ovid: Metamorphoses (Focus Publishing, 2004)
Fagles, Robert.  Virgil: Aeneid (Penguin Classics, 2010
Wilson-Joyce, J.  Lucan: Pharsalia (Cornell University Press, 1993)
Wilson-Joyce, J.  Statius: Thebaid (Cornell University Press, 2008)

Additional material available as PDFs (file or link posted on D2L site)

Note: it is extremely important that you acquire these editions of these texts.

Course Requirements
Attendance and Participation: You are expected to prepare for and attend every class.  If your absence is unavoidable, please notify us as soon as possible; more than three unexcused absences will result in a lowered attendance and participation grade.  (All religious holidays or events will be honored for those students observing them; see further the UA Calendar of Religious Holidays.  Those absences approved by the Dean of Students will also be honored.  Please provide advance notice in these situations, so that we can avoid confusion).  Excessive disruptive behavior (including talking during lecture, answering your cell phone, reading the newspaper, etc.) will result in a lowered attendance and participation grade.
Quizzes: A list of key terms from the lectures and readings will be posted on the course D2L site every week.  You are responsible for identifying and (briefly) discussing these terms in three short (15 minute) in-class quizzes.  These quizzes cannot be rescheduled without supporting documentation.
Exams: There will be a one-hour midterm examination (scheduled on the syllabus) and a two-hour final examination.  These examinations will focus on the readings; you will also be asked to identify and briefly discuss terms from the key terms lists.  The final is not cumulative, but you will be expected to demonstrate familiarity with the content of the first part of the semester.  These examinations cannot be rescheduled without supporting documentation.
Papers: You will be asked to complete two 5-page papers, whose due dates are noted on the syllabus.  You will receive a prompt for each paper which will ask you to apply your knowledge in an analysis of the readings assigned for the course.  The papers themselves are to be submitted to Dropboxes on the course D2L site on the days marked on the syllabus.  
	Papers which have received a grade of C or lower may be rewritten.  If you wish to rewrite a paper, you must discuss your graded work and your objectives in rewriting the assignment with either the course instructor or the GAT in person; you may not submit a rewritten paper unless you have had this discussion.  Rewritten assignments will be accepted up to ten days after the graded papers were returned to the course.  Rewritten papers will be held to the same standard as the original assignment; there is no guarantee that you will receive the same or a higher grade for your rewritten assignment.	

Grade Breakdown: 
	Attendance and participation		15%
	Quizzes (5% each)			15%
	Papers (15% each)			30%
	Exams	(20 % each)			40%

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated.  All work submitted for a grade is bound by the University’s Code of Academic Integrity: (http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/codeofacademicintegrity)
For further information about what this term encompasses, and for resources in helping you avoid unintentional plagiarism, please see the library tutorial at www.library.arizona.edu/help/tutorials/plagiarism/index.html.  
Sanctions for violations may include a written warning, loss of credit for the work involved, a failing grade for the course, probation, suspension, or expulsion.  

Students with Disabilities should contact the UA Disability Resource Center (621-3268) for any special needs or accommodations.

All holidays or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those students who show affiliation with a particular religion (see further the UA Calendar of Religious Holidays), and absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean's designee) will be honored. 

In this class, you are expected to be respectful of others (see further the UA Policy on Threatening Behavior by Students) and to practice common courtesy by, e.g., turning off your cell phone, being punctual, not speaking during class, etc.

Statement of Content: The readings for this class are works of literature from the ancient world; it has not been edited for sexual content, violence, or profanity.  In addition, from time to time we may watch scenes from movies or TV shows; some of these clips may contain scenes of violence, profanity, or nudity.  If you will feel offended by such elements, please do not take this course.

Schedule of Readings and Assignments

	Dates
	Topic, Readings, and Key Terms

	Jan. 12
	Introduction


	Jan. 17
	Virgil, Aeneid 1-2


	Jan. 19
	Virgil, Aeneid 3-4


	Jan. 24
	Virgil, Aeneid 5-6


	Jan. 26
	Virgil, Aeneid 7-8


	Jan. 31
	Virgil, Aeneid 9-10


	Feb. 2
	Virgil, Aeneid 11-12
Quiz 1


	Feb. 7
	Catullus 64 (available on D2L)


	Feb. 9
	Statius, Thebaid 1


	Feb. 14
	Statius, Thebaid 2-3
Paper 1 due


	Feb. 16
	Statius, Thebaid 4 and 7


	Feb. 21
	Statius, Thebaid 8-9


	Feb. 23
	Statius, Thebaid 10-12


	Feb. 28
	Midterm Exam


	Mar. 1
	Lucan, Pharsalia 1


	Mar. 6
	Lucan, Pharsalia 2-3


	Mar. 8
	Lucan, Pharsalia 6-7


	Mar. 13 and 15
	No class: Spring Break


	Mar. 20
	Lucan, Pharsalia 8-9


	Mar. 22
	Lucan, Pharsalia 10
Quiz 2


	Mar. 27
	Lucretius, On the Nature of Things 1 and 3 (D2L)


	Mar. 29
	Lucretius, On the Nature of Things 5 and 6 (D2L)


	Apr. 3
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 1-2


	Apr. 5
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 3-4


	Apr. 10
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 5-6


	Apr. 12
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 7-8
Quiz 3 


	Apr. 17
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 9-10


	Apr. 19
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 11-12


	Apr. 24
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 13-14


	Apr. 26
	Ovid, Metamorphoses 15


	May 1
	Review and Summary
Paper 2 due


	
	
Final Examination: Monday 5/8 8-10am in MLB 310
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Schedule of Assignments:
	Quiz 1: 		Feb. 2nd
	Paper 1:	Feb. 14th
	Midterm:	Feb. 28th 
	Quiz 2:		March 22nd 
	Quiz 3:		April 12th 
	Paper 2:	May 1st 
	Final Exam:	May 8th 8-10 am
