Latin 421/521:
Latin Literature of the Imperial Age

University of Arizona
Spring 2011

Mon/Wed. 4:30-5:45		MLANG 204

Course Description: In this class we will read a selection of literature from the time of the reign of Tiberius (14-37 CE) – a surprisingly rich and diverse period of literary production, presenting works of historiography (the Histories of Velleius Paterculus), poetry (later works of Ovid), scientific writing (of Manilius), and collections of memorable deeds and sayings (of Valerius Maximus).  This period also saw the production of a number of significant monumental inscriptions, including the Res Gestae and the Senatus Consultum de Pisone Patre.  

This class will include prepared readings of the Res Gestae, SCP, a selection from Velleius Paterculus and Ovid, as well as readings at sight drawn from these and other contemporary texts.  The goal is to improve your reading facility in Latin, and to become familiar with this period of Latin literature.

	Instructor:	
Karen Acton (acton@email.arizona.edu)
	Learning Services Building 214
	MW 10-12, or by appointment
	



Texts:
Velleius Paterculus: the Caesarian and Augustan Narrative (2.41-93), ed. A. J. Woodman (Cambridge Classical Texts and Commentaries, vol. 25; Cambridge University Press, 1983).  ISBN: 9780521607025      

A note about the text for this course: the above volume is recommended for this class, but is not listed as required.  This is because of the expense.  It is an excellent edition and a feat of scholarship; the commentary should be of interest to any scholar of Latin or Roman culture (or antiquity in general), so if it is possible for you to find a used copy on Amazon (vel sim.), you should consider doing so.  I can provide a pdf of the assigned reading through the course D2L site.  Other assigned readings will be distributed in this way.

That said, the text of Woodman is the required text for the course.  That is: DO NOT make use of other editions of Velleius.  This includes Perseus, Loeb editions, Latin Library, or anything else.  Not all editions are created equal; this is especially true of some of the texts we will be looking at this semester.  If you are having trouble getting access to the texts that have been assigned, come and see me.  



421 Course Requirements and Grading
	Attendance, Preparation. Participation: you are expected to come to class prepared to translate and discuss the passages assigned for the day.  If, due to circumstances beyond your control, you cannot attend class, please notify me as soon as possible.  Excessive absences, repeated lack of preparation, or disruptive behavior will affect your course grade negatively.
	Sight Reading: you are expected to participate in sight reading exercises by volunteering.  
	Tests: there are two tests scheduled for the semester; both are scheduled to take place during the regular class time.  The format will include passages from the prepared readings and passages to be read at sight; the exam may also include questions about content, significance, or theme.
	Paper: produce a brief paper (5-7 pages) on a topic that is relevant to the material of this course.  You are expected to focus on primary sources but situate your analysis within a secondary bibliography.  Feel free to develop your topic in consultation with me.  You may submit a first draft for assessment and feedback.  Your paper is due May 2nd (the last day of class).

Grade Breakdown
		Attendance / Preparation / Participation	15%
		Sight reading					10%
Paper						25%
		Tests (25% each)				50%



526 Course Requirements and Grading
	Attendance, Preparation, Participation: you are expected to come to class prepared to translate and discuss the passages assigned for the day.  If, due to circumstances beyond your control, you cannot attend class, please notify me as soon as possible.  Excessive absences, repeated lack of preparation, or disruptive behavior will affect your course grade negatively.
	Sight Reading: you are expected to participate in sight reading exercises by volunteering.  
	Tests: there are two tests scheduled for the semester; both are scheduled to take place during the regular class time.  The format will include passages from the prepared readings and passages to be read at sight, as well as passages from the extra reading identified in the schedule below; the exam may also include questions about content, significance, or theme.
	Paper: produce a brief paper (10-12 pages) on a topic that is relevant to the material of this course.  You are expected to focus on primary sources but situate your analysis within a secondary bibliography.  Feel free to develop your topic in consultation with me.  You may submit a first draft for assessment and feedback.  Your paper is due May 2nd (the last day of class).
Report: you must deliver a 10-15min. report (with a handout) on a date and topic from the list provided.  Please see the list of topics for further information about this assignment.  Topics are first-come, first-served.  If you wish to develop your own topic or modify an existing topic, you may discuss it with me.  You will receive a written evaluation of your presentation.  Reports will not be rescheduled except in cases of extreme personal emergency. 

	Grade Breakdown
		Attendance/Preparation/Participation	15%
		Sight reading					10%
		Report						15%
		Paper						20%
		Tests (20% each)				40%		


Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated.  For further information about what this term encompasses, and for resources in helping you avoid unintentional plagiarism, please see the library tutorial at www.library.arizona.edu/help/tutorials/
plagiarism/index.html.  Sanctions for violations may include a written warning, loss of credit for the work involved, a failing grade for the course, probation, suspension, or expulsion.  


Schedule 

	Week
	Monday
	Wednesday


	1
	
	Jan 11th
Introduction – no reading


	2
	Jan. 16th – no class (MLK)

	Jan. 18th
Res Gestae 1-13


	3
	Jan. 23rd 
Res Gestae 14-26

	Jan. 25th 
Res Gestae 27- appendix


	4
	Jan. 30th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.41-42

	Feb. 1st 
Velleius Paterculus 2.54-56.2


	5
	Feb. 6th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.56.3-59.1

	Feb. 8th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.59.2-60.2

	6
	Feb. 13th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.60.3-61

	Feb. 15th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.62-63


	7
	Feb. 20th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.64-65

	Feb. 22nd 
Velleius Paterculus 2.66-67


	8
	Feb. 27th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.69-2.70.1
	Feb. 29th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.70.2-72.2


	9
	Mar. 5th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.72.3-73

	Mar. 7th
TEST 1

421 students are responsible for Res Gestae, Velleius Paterculus 2.41-42; 54-67; 69-73

521 students are responsible for Res Gestae, Velleius Paterculus 2.41-73


	
	Spring Break March 12th and 14th 

	10
	Mar. 19th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.74-76.1

	Mar. 21st 
Velleius Paterculus 2.79


	11
	Mar. 26th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.80-81

	Mar. 28th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.82-83


	12
	Apr. 2nd 
Velleius Paterculus 2.84-85

	Apr. 4th 
Velleius Paterculus 2.86-87


	13
	Apr. 9th 
Ovid – selections from Tristia and Epistulae ex Ponto

	Apr. 11th 
Ovid – selections from Tristia and Epistulae ex Ponto


	14
	Apr. 16th 
Ovid – selections from Tristia and Epistulae ex Ponto

	Apr. 18th
Ovid – selections from Tristia and Epistulae ex Ponto


	15
	Apr. 23rd 
The Senatus Consultum de Pisone Patre lines 1-68 (up to erat)

521 students also read Tacitus Annals 3.10-19

	Apr. 25th 
The Senatus Consultum de Pisone Patre lines 68-123(up to placere)

	16 
	Apr. 30th 
The Senatus Consultum de Pisone Patre lines 123-176

	May 2nd 
TEST 2

421 students are responsible for Velleius Paterculus 2.74-76.1; 79-87; selections from Ovid

521 students are responsible for Velleius Paterculus 2.74-93; selections from Ovid; Senatus Consultum de Pisone Patre; Tacitus Annals 3.10-19






Report topics

This list of topics represents a range of literary, philological, and historical topics that relate to the readings.  Your report should be 10-15 minutes in length; in that time you should identify the scope of the literary, philological, or historical problem at hand, and discuss how it pertains to the passages we have read or will be reading.  Your report should also situate this topic within broader literary, philological, or historical issues.

In particular, you must situate this topic within a current academic discussion by discussing relevant points of bibliography.

Select a topic and a date and notify me immediately of your selection – it’s first-come, first-served.  Feel free to discuss any of these topics with me as you prepare your report.  If you wish to develop your own topic in consultation with me, or modify one of the topics listed below, please come and see me as soon as possible.  These presentations will not be rescheduled except in cases of dire personal emergency.

When you present your report, you must provide a handout that includes an outline, bibliography, and any passages (in Latin!  Or Greek!  Or anything else!) that you intend to discuss.  The time limit will be strictly enforced. 

	1/18
	Textual issues of the Res Gestae

	1/25
	Velleius Paterculus and the date of the Histories

	1/30
	Genre: what is a “universal history”?

	2/1
	Velleius’ engagement with the career of Caesar

	2/6
	Velleius’ engagement with the death of Caesar

	2/8
	Velleius’ sources

	2/13
	The battle of Mutina

	2/15
	Republican aristocracy at the death of Caesar

	2/20
	Cicero 44-43 BCE

	2/22
	Pathos and the death of Cicero

	2/27
	Velleius Paterculus 2.68: the death of Caelius Rufus

	2/29
	Contrafactual history in ancient historiography: the death of Brutus

	3/5
	Sextus Pompey

	3/7
	{Test 1}

	3/19
	Propertius Elegies 1.21-22 and Velleius Paterculus

	3/21
	Velleius Paterculus 2.76.2-78

	3/26
	Lepidus

	3/28
	Antony and the Augustan Poets (Propertius and Horace)

	4/4
	Actium and the city of Rome

	4/9
	Ovid at Tomis

	4/11
	Poetry under Tiberius 

	4/16
	Ovid’s wife

	4/18
	Ovid Tristia 2

	4/23
	The trial of Piso

	4/25
	The text of the SCP and other Tiberian imperial inscriptions from Spain




