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GAT: Chad Carver
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http://www.classics.web.arizona.edu/node/109 
Off. Hrs: M 1-2, LSB 203
WELCOME TO CLAS 342, HOMER: THE ILIAD AND THE ODYSSEY! We will closely read Homer’s two epic masterpieces as we explore the poems’ diverse themes, including: the hero, nature of heroism, warfare, rules of war, images of women, male-female relations, world of the gods, human-divine relations, human ethics, hospitality, social concepts, creation of song/poetry, mythic tales, and similes to the natural world. Let’s enjoy a richly textured reading of these two intricate poems.
REQUIRED TEXTS:

Homer, The Iliad, trans. S. Lombardo. Hackett. 1997. 

Homer, The Odyssey, trans. S. Lombardo. Hackett. 2000. 

Check with me if you have other translations. You are encouraged to read the complete poems. Because of time considerations, you may skip the books in [], whose main themes are indicated. See also d2l. 
l./ll. = line/s; p./pp. = page/s; pgh = paragraph; t = top; m = mid; b = bottom
Th Jan 12
Introduction to course and to Homer and the Oral Tradition; Trojan War background, d2l
Tu Jan 17
Iliad: Lombardo: Introduction: pp. xvii (top 3 pghs), xxi-m – xxiii-m, xlviii-b – lviii; Map, pp. vi-vii; Major Characters: Gods and Goddesses 493-5, Greeks 495-8, Trojans 498-501; Suggestions for Further Readings, 514-16
[Fagles: the Poem & Oral Tradition: pp. 6 (2nd pgh) – 9 (2nd pgh), 11 (3rd pgh) – 12m, 15 (pghs 2-3), 16 (2nd pgh) – 17 (2nd pgh); Trojan War: 23-32m; the Gods: 38b-43; 
Maps, pp. 68ff.; Further Readings, 635-7; Glossary of Names, 639-83]  
Books 1–2.464:  Book 1:  the anger of Akhilleus, cause of the argument; how they live during the siege; portrayal of Agamemnon, Akhilleus, Nestor, Khryseis, Briseis; role of sacrifices, song, suppliancy; portrayal of the gods: Athena, Apollo, Hera, Zeus, Thetis
Book 2.1–464:  Agamemnon’s dream and actions; troops’ actions; class distinctions; the assembly; Thersites, Odysseus, Nestor; women’s fate in war 
Th Jan 19
Iliad: Books 2.465–3: Book 2.465-end:  Catalogues of Akhaian Ships & of Trojan allies
Book 3:  Paris-Menelaos Duel; Helen weaving and speaking, the “teikhoskopia”; the duel, Aphrodite’s actions; Helen and Aphrodite, Helen and Paris 
Tu Jan 24
Books 4–5: Book 4: portrayal of Paris; council of the gods; gods’ actions; truce broken; Pandaros, Menelaos, Makhaon, Agamemnon, Idomeneus, the 2 Aiantes (Aias), Diomedes 

Book 5: Athena, Ares, Diomedes, Pandaros, Aeneas; whom Diomedes fights, wounds; actions of the gods 
Th Jan 26
Books 6–7.337: Book 6: Menelaos, Agamemnon and mercy; Helenos; Glaukos and Diomedes, their exchange; Hektor with his mother Hekabe, brother Paris, sister-in-law Helen, wife Andromakhe and son Astyanax 

Book 7.1–337: Athena and Apollo; Ajax and Hektor duel, what happens, why they stop 
Tu Jan 31
Books 7.338-end and 9: Book 7.338-end: reason for truce; Greek wall and trench
Book 9: Agamemnon’s assembly, embassy to Akhilleus, Aias, Odysseus, Phoinix; their offers, Akhilleus’ response, his 2 fates; Diomedes’ words 

[Book 8: Zeus’ assembly and orders; fighting resumes; gods and mortals] 
Th Feb  2
Books 10–11.632: Book 10: assembly of chiefs; the “doloneia”: Diomedes’ and Odysseus’ foray into the Trojan camp, the Thracian Horses

Book 11.1–632: Greek warriors fight, are wounded  

EXAM 1, available on d2l Th 2/2 12:20 pm – F 2/3 6 pm 

Tu Feb  7
Books 11.633-end and 14: Book 11. 633-end: Akhilleus, Patroklos, Nestor, Makhaon; Nestor’s cup, Nestor’s advice 


Book 14: situation of the Greek troops, Diomedes’ words; Hera and Zeus; the battle rages, gods and mortals 

[Books 12–13: the battles rage, gods and mortals] 
Th Feb  9
Book 15: situation of the Greek troops, Hektor, Aias 

ESSAY #1 DUE.  
Tu Feb 14
Book 16: Akhilleus and Patroklos, Akhilleus’ instructions, Patroklos’ actions; Sarpedon 
Th Feb 16 
Books 17–18: Book 17: the fight for Patroklos’ body and Akhilleus’ armor, Menelaos, Hektor; Hektor and Glaukos; and the battle rages
Book 18: Akhilleus gets news of Patroklos’ death, Akhilleus’ and Thetis’ response; Trojans’ actions; Thetis and Hephaistos, Hephaistos’ workshop, Akhilleus’ shield 
Tu Feb 21
Books 19–20: Book 19: eat or fight?; Briseis; Akhilleus arms
Book 20: the battles rage, gods and mortals, Aeneas and Akhilleus, Poseidon; Akhilleus and Hektor, Athena and Apollo; Akhilleus’ aristeia, his glorious battle feats/ killing rampage 
Th Feb 23
Books 21-22: Book 21: Akhilleus and the Skamander, Xanthos rivers, Hera, Hephaistos; the gods fight; Akhilleus’ onslaught; Priam, situation of the Trojan troops
Book 22: Priam, Akhilleus and Hektor, Zeus, Athena; Akhilleus mutilates Hektor’s body; news of Hektor’s death reaches Priam, Hekabe, Andromakhe; 23) Akhilleus rages; Patroklos’ ghost, his funeral games 
Tu Feb 28
Book 23: Akhilleus rages; Patroklos’ ghost, his funeral games 
Th Mar  1
Book 24: Akhilleus rages; gods’ decision; Priam and Akhilleus; why he releases Hektor’s body; Hermes; mourning over Hektor: Andromakhe, Hekabe, Helen 

EXAM 2, available on d2l Th 3/1 12:20 pm – F 3/2 6 pm 

Tu Mar  6
The Odyssey: Lombardo: Introduction: pp. xiii–xiv Map, pp. viii–xi; Suggestions for Further Reading, 414–416; Glossary of Names, 385–403

Odyssey, Books 1–2: Books 1–4 called the “Telemacheia”

Book 1: council of the gods, Zeus, Athena, Athena to Ithaka; Aigisthos, Orestes; Telemakhos, Penelope, the suitors; the situation at home; Athena as Mentês; what Telemakhos experiences

Book 2: the assembly, Telemakhos, Antinoös; the situation in town governance; Penelope; Athena as Mentor, preparing the ship, Eurykleia. 

ESSAY #2 DUE.
Th Mar  8
Books 3–4: Book 3: Telemakhos sails to Pylos, Nestor, sacrifices, Nestor’s account: Odysseus, what happened when they left Troy, what happened to the other warriors, to Agamemnon, Menelaos, Aigisthos, Orestes; prayers, sacrifice, offerings

Book 4: Peisistratos and Telemakhos travel to Sparta; the country boy at the magnificent Spartan palace; Menelaos, Telemakhos; Helen, her abilities, her story, Menelaos’ story; Menelaos and the Old Man of the Sea, how he captures him, what he learns; his end; suitors plot, Medon informs, Eurykleia reveals, Penelope dreams; why we start with the story of the son
 Mar 10-18
SPRING BREAK – NO CLASSES
Tu Mar 20
Books 5–6: Book 5: council of the gods, Hermes to Ogygia; description of Kalypso, her critique of male gods; what Odysseus does all day; what Kalypso offers Odysseus, his response, why; how Kalypso helps Odysseus, Ino; who sends the storm at sea?

Book 6: Odysseus lands at Skheria; meaning of Nausikaa’s desire to do laundry; Nausikaa and Odysseus, what he tells her, his requests, her assistance 
Th Mar 22
Books 7–8: Book 7: description of the Phaiakaian palace and gardens, how Athena helps Odysseus; description of Arete; whom he beseeches; Alkinoös’ hospitality, Odysseus’ first brief story; what Alkinoös promises
Book 8: Phaiakaian assembly; Demodokos’ three songs: Odysseus and Akhilleus; Aphrodite, Ares and Hephaistos; the Trojan horse; Odysseus’ responses; the games; gifts; how Demodokos is treated 
Tu Mar 27
Book 9: Odysseus begins the story of his adventures; Kikones; Lotos Eaters; Kyklopes: Odysseus’ cleverness, his folly, Polyphemos’ curse 
Th Mar 29
Book 10: Aiolos, what Odysseus keeps from his men and why; Laistrygonians; Kirke, her description; what she does to the men; Hermes, how Odysseus withstands her powers; what he does there; Kirke’s instructions  

EXAM 3, available on d2l Th 3/29 12:20 pm – F 3/30 6 pm 

Tu Apr  3
Book 11: Odysseus and the shades of the dead: the sacrificial invocation; Elpenor; Teiresias’ prophecy; what he learns from his mother Antikleia; review of female shades; Odysseus pauses, Alkinoös prompts; review of male shades, what each tells him: Agamemnon, Akhilleus, Herakles; his stories of Neoptolemos, Aias; punishments 
Th Apr  5
Books 12–13: Book 12: Kirke again, her further instructions; the Seirenes, Skylla and Kharybdis, Helios’ island, his cattle, the crew, who causes this storm at sea?

Book 13: parting gifts, passage home; how he lands; what happens to the Phaiakaians and why; Odysseus and Athena, their interaction; her instructions
Tu Apr 10
Books 14–15: Book 14: Odysseus, Eumaios, their treatment of each other; Odysseus’ stories, Eumaios’ responses; why the poet uniquely addresses him in the 2nd person: “And you replied”

Book 15: Helen’s, Menelaos’ parting gifts, Telemakhos’ return home, Theoklymenos’ appeal for refuge, his prophecy; Odysseus and Eumaios, Eumaios’ story; Telemakhos lands, heads to Eumaios’ hut 

Th Apr 12 
Books 16–17: Book 16: father and son; suitors snookered; Penelope upbraids suitors

Book 17: Argos; suitors’ treatment of the disguised Odysseus; Penelope sends Eumaios to summon the disguised Odysseus

Tu Apr 17
Books 18–19: Book 18: Telemakhos sneezes, Penelope laughs, she goes down among suitors, chides son, elicits gifts, Odysseus laughs, maids scorn

Book 19: Odysseus and Telemakhos remove arms; Penelope questions the disguised Odysseus in her sitting room; what she tells him; his story, his proof of having seen Odysseus, his promise, his bath; Eurykleia’s recognition, story of the scar; Penelope’s dream, the two gates of dream; the contest Penelope proposes; what Penelope knows?

Th Apr 19
Books 20–22: Book 20: omens, prayers, more taunting, Telemakhos takes charge 

Book 21: Penelope watches; she sets up axeheads, announces contest, has Eumaios deliver bow; Telemakhos, suitors, Antinoös, Eurymakhos, Odysseus—who insists he get the bow?; to whom Odysseys reveals himself; how Odysseus handles the bow

Book 22: who gets killed first; Telemakhos’ mistake; the killings; Phemios the singer and Medon the herald saved; dealing with the dead suitors, treacherous maids, polluted house 
Tu Apr 24
Book 23: doubting Penelope, Telemakhos, Odysseus’ instructions; Odysseus bathes, Penelope tests, their secret sign, uniqueness of the bed; equivalency of their experiences 
Th Apr 26
Book 24: shades in the underworld; Agamemnon and Akhilleus converse with respect, Akhilleus’ funeral; suitors’ ghosts arrive, reveal killings, expect sympathy, get none; Odysseus and Laertes; the final battle line, grandfather, father and son, one killing, Athena brings peace 
Tu May  1 
Homer’s epic poems: retrospective; evaluations. ESSAY #3 DUE.
Th May 10
FINAL EXAM: available on d2l, 10:30 am  – 12:30 pm 

CLASS POLICY

Attendance:  Attendance is required and roll is taken. For every three (3) unexcused absences, I lower your grade one letter grade. I may excuse up to three (3) absences. It is your responsibility to inform me of an excused absence. I may administratively drop any registered student not attending the first class day or any student who adds and does not attend the next class. Please inform me if you drop the class.

Class Conduct:  Be on time, and remain till class has ended. Attending only part of a class may count as an absence for that day. TURN OFF all cell phones, blackberries, droids, ipods, ipads, pagers, etc. No eating, blowing bubbles, or private conversations. Covered drink containers are fine. Private phone conversations or texting will result in confiscation of electronic equipment for the duration of the class. These poor classroom habits diminish your own learning, negatively affect your grade, and erode the learning experience for the whole class. I reserve the right to drop any student whose disrespectful or disruptive behavior to me or your classmates hinders learning goals. See http://policy.web.arizona.edu/~policy/threaten.shtml . 

Disability Aid: If you require assistance due to a disability, please contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC), 621-3274, http://drc.arizona.edu . If you are registered with the DRC you must submit appropriate documentation to me if you are requesting reasonable accommodations: http://drc.arizona.edu/teach/syllabus-statement.html.

Assignments:  Keep up with daily reading assignments, and bring the day’s readings to class with you. Readings and other assignments are due on the date indicated on the syllabus. If you are absent for any reason, you must still keep up with the scheduled assignments. Get the notes from one of your classmates to find out what you have missed before consulting me.  

Group Learning:  A significant part of the class entails your active participation in your learning process in small group discussion sections. Groups will meet regularly, usually at the very beginning of class. Your group participation figures in determining your final grade, part of which may include evaluation of each other’s work within your group. 

Class Participation:  Participation in class discussion is important for your grade. Diverse points of view on any topic are encouraged, with one proviso: express yourself respectfully and listen respectfully to each other’s points of view. Everyone has something valuable to contribute, so I encourage you to express your ideas and to engage with each other in stimulating dialogue. 

Contract:  The Syllabus and Class Policy are the legal contract between the professor and the student. All items are legally binding unless otherwise indicated. All lectures are copyright 2012 by Bella Vivante and the Arizona Board of Regents. Selling or unauthorized transfer for value of any notes for this class without the written permission of Professor Vivante may constitute copyright infringement and/or violate University policies. Students found in violation of these prohibitions may be subject to University penalties and possible legal sanctions. See http://www.ott.arizona.edu/uploads/ip_policy.pdf. 
ALL WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE HANDED IN ON THE DUE DATE.

· A late paper will be docked one full letter grade. 

· A late paper will be accepted only up to one class period after the due date.  

· All essays must be typed or word processed. No Handwritten essays. Hard copy only.

· All essays are to be your own original work. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. See the Code of Academic Integrity at http://catalog.arizona.edu/policies/974/acacode.htm. 
· The Writing Skills Improvement Program offers workshops and some individual tutorials. 1201 E. Helen, 621-5849, http://wsip.web.arizona.edu/.
Analytic Essays:  Three (3) analytic essays of about three pages (@ 750 words) each in response to assigned questions that allow you to pursue your thoughts on a particular theme or idea. One (1) re-write is possible for the first or second essay only.

Exams:  Three (3) semester exams and one (1) Final exam, all administered on d2l and composed of multiple choice questions testing your overall comprehension of the class material. You will receive a study guide before each exam. Make-up exams will be considered only in documented emergencies. 

Grading:  
Grading Percentages: 
I grade on the quality of the work, not on a curve: 



90-100
A
Analytic Essays
45 %


80 - 89
B
Exams
40 %

70 - 79
C
Group Participation
10 %


60 - 69
D
Class Participation

  5 %

below 60   Failing
Total
100 %

I take improvement into account in determining your final grade. 

Study Habits:  I encourage you to get to know each other and study together. I also encourage you to keep a class journal for recording your ideas about the course material and class discussion. You will benefit greatly both from the study groups and from your own responses to the class work. 

Now that all the ground rules have been set out, Welcome to the class, and Enjoy it! 

