UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA							Spring 2012
Department of Classics							
CLAS596.  Topic:  The Archaeology of the Homeric Verse
Instructor:  	Norman Austin,  Professor of Classics Emeritus
TuTh 2:00-3:15 pm

This seminar will proceed on two parallel tracks.  First, the archaeology of the material and cultural conditions of the Mycenean and the Archaic Periods of early Greece.  Second, the archaeology of the Homeric language.  During class periods the seminar will cover about 15 Books (in the Greek text), taken from both the Iliad and the Odyssey.  Students in philology will be given translation exams on five Books (Iliad 18, 24; Odyssey 9,10,11); students in archaeology and history will be given a translation exam of one book (Iliad 18).  The final exam for students in philology will include, in addition to the translations, a section on archaeology (material and cultural conditions).  The final exam for archaeologists will include a larger section on archaeology.  The overall theme for the seminar is The Homeric Question.

This seminar will include presentations in class sessions, a final exam, and a research paper.  The overall theme for the seminar will be The Homeric Question.

Students’ papers may be on topics in archaeology, history, anthropology, religion, or literary criticism.  Topics may include Linear B, the Mycenean Age (especially Mycenae and Pylos), Homeric scenes on early Geometric Art, the Baltic Origin of the Homeric poems; also physical equipment (armor, weapons, horses, chariots, the Mycenaean house); also social conditions (economics, gender roles, slaves, trade, religious shrines, hero cults).  For philologists, possible research topics include oral composition, the Homeric formula, the transmission of the text, character, psychology, the nature of the Homeric Hero, Homeric cosmology.

The grade will be assigned on the following basis:
1.	Class presentation 					(3 x 10)	=   30 points
2.	Midterm exam					(1)		=   15 points
3.	Research paper					(1)		=    35 points
4.	Final Exam						(1)		=    20 points
		
TOTAL:  100 points
NOTE:

[bookmark: _GoBack]The final examination for those using this course as a Greek reading course (mainly philologists) will consist of 80% translations, 20% on historical questions (both poetic and archaeological).

The final examination for those not using this as a Greek reading course (mainly archaeologists, historians) will be 20% translation, 80% archaeology and history








Classics 596:  HOMER							Spring 2012
Syllabus

	WEEK
	ASSIGNMENTS
	

	I.
	Introduction to course objectives.  Introduction to the Homeric Poems.
	

	II.
	Odyssey 5:  Image, Formula, Formulaic Theme; Cosmology
	

	III.
	Odyssey 5, cont.  Calypso
	

	IV.
	Odyssey 3, Helen Episode; the Wooden Horse; Book 19 Penelope
	

	V.
	Odyssey 9: Lotus Eaters, Cyclops
	

	VI.
	Odyssey 10:  Circe and other dangers
	

	
	Odyssey 11:  Underworld
	

	VII.
	Midterm Exam:  Translation (selections to be announced)
	

	
	Preliminary presentation of research topics
	

	VIII.
	Iliad, Book 1:  Achilles and Agamemnon quarrel; Menis; Thetis (selections)
	

	IX.
	 Iliad Book 2:  Agamemnon’s Dream, Catalogue of Ships. Book 3 Helen at Troy (relevant selections)
	

	X.
	Iliad Book 3 (selections) Helen and Priam, Helen and Paris
	

	XI.
	Iliad 16:  Patrocleia
	

	XII.
	Iliad 18:  The Shield of Achilles.
	

	XIII.
	Iliad 22:  Death of Hector
	

	XIV.
	Iliad 24:  Achilles and Priam.
	

	XV. 
	Presentation of research papers
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