CLAS 160B1 section 002
In the Beginning: Roots of Western Culture

University of Arizona
Spring 2012

MWF 9-9:50	Social Sciences Room 100

Course Description: A Quest – a hero undertakes a dangerous and exciting journey through a marvelous world in search of spiritual or material reward.  The motif of the quest is a common one in the history of western literature, presenting us with a range of heroes, journeys, and rewards.  This section will trace the development of the quest motif, starting with its early iterations in the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh, the Ancient Greek epic of the Odyssey, and the Roman epic of the Aeneid.  We will use these examples as archetypes to help us understand the quest motif in modern literature, especially its appearance in the modern genres of fantasy (such as in the Lord of the Rings trilogy), science fiction (such as Star Trek, Star Wars, and Battlestar Galactica), and interactive fiction (such as World of Warcraft and other quest-based games).  This analysis will put modern quest stories into a historical narrative context.

This course satisfies Tier One requirements in the General Education curriculum

	Instructor:	
Karen Acton 
(acton@email.arizona.edu)
	LSB 214  (621-7418)
MW 10-12

	
The names, contact information, and office hours of the TAs for this course will be announced on the course D2L site.


Texts:
The Epic of Gilgamesh, trans. N. K. Sanders (Penguin Classics) 
ISBN : 9780140441000
Homer, The Odyssey (Abridged), trans. Ian Johnston (Richer Resources Publications)     	
ISBN : 9780981816296
Virgil, The Essential Aeneid, trans. Stanley Lombardo (Hackett Publishing)
	ISBN :  9780872207905

Note: it is extremely important that you acquire these editions of these texts.  The Odyssey and Aeneid have been abridged, and there are many versions of the Epic of Gilgamesh.  The reading assignments on the schedule below will not make any sense unless you are using the same editions as everyone else.

Additional materials (noted on the syllabus) will be posted on the course D2L site.

Course Requirements
Attendance:  Class attendance is mandatory and attendance will be taken every day.  Lecture will present information that will help you contextualize and understand the readings; without attending, and paying attention to, lecture, it will be extremely difficult for you to perform well on the assignments or in the exams. 

	Attendance is worth 20% of your final grade.  It is assessed on a 20 point scale, which will be calculated in the following way:

· You all currently have 18 points.  We will monitor attendance by calling random names for attendance throughout the semester.  When your name is called, you must check in with the TA on duty and display your ID card (cat card or driver’s license) within five minutes of the announcement, or you will be marked absent.
· If your name is called and you are present, you will earn 1 point, up to a maximum of 22. 
· The first time you are caught absent, you will drop to 15 points.  After that, we will call your name once per week for the rest of the semester.  Each subsequent time your name is called and you are present, you will regain 1 point (to a maximum of 22 points).  If you are caught absent a second time, you will automatically fall to 12 points, regardless of any previously regained points.  
· If you have been caught absent twice, we may call your name every class.  Each subsequent time your name is called and you are present, you will regain 1 point (to a maximum of 22 points).  If you are caught absent a third time, you will automatically fall to 0 points, with no possibility of regaining points.

· If you know you will be absent – for example, because of illness, a religious holiday, you represent the university at an athletic or cultural event, etc. – and want to prevent us from calling your name on a particular date, you must notify one of the TAs in advance.  You must provide documentation for any excused absence as soon as possible. You will lose 1 point for this absence, but it will not count as one of your three absences.

Inappropriate behavior in class will cost you 2 points per incident on your participation grade.  Inappropriate behavior includes, but is not limited to: reading the newspaper; talking on the phone or texting; using your computer for non-course-related reasons, such as reading facebook, ESPN, reddit; listening to music; talking to others; generally not paying attention in a way that is distracting to me or your classmates in any way. 

Exams: There will be two mid-term exams (50 mins. each) and one final (2 hours).  These examinations will include such questions as multiple choice, true/false questions, fill-in-the-blanks, and matching columns.  Material will be drawn from lecture and readings.

	The first two exams are not cumulative (i.e. the second exam will only test material covered since the first exam); the final exam will be weighted toward material from the last part of the semester, but will expect you to demonstrate knowledge of the material from the course as a whole.  (25% of the final exam will test you on material from the earlier part of the semester).

	Exams will not be rescheduled or repeated for any reason, unless requested in advance and for very compelling, documented reasons.

Assignments:  There are four assignments scheduled throughout the semester.  These will take the form of 1-2 page (double-spaced, size 12 font, standard margins) written responses to specific prompts, which you will be given in advance.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the date identified in the schedule below; only hard copy will be accepted.  

	Assignments must be written in clear, correct English, and proofread for accuracy and clarity.  Your assignment must have your name on it.  If your assignment includes a second page, you must staple the pages yourself.  If your paper does not have your name on it, or multiple pages are not stapled together, you may not receive a grade for any or part of your work.

Extra Credit will not be awarded at the end of the semester, but will be offered throughout the semester to everyone at my discretion.

Grade Breakdown: 
	Attendance				20%
	Papers (4 x 7.5% each)			30%
	Mid-term exams (2 x 15% each)		30%
	Final exam 				20%

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty will not be tolerated.  All work submitted for a grade is bound by the University’s Code of Academic Integrity: (http://deanofstudents.arizona.edu/codeofacademicintegrity)
For further information about what this term encompasses, and for resources in helping you avoid unintentional plagiarism, please see the library tutorial at www.library.arizona.edu/help/tutorials/plagiarism/index.html.  
Sanctions for violations may include a written warning, loss of credit for the work involved, a failing grade for the course, probation, suspension, or expulsion.  

Students with Disabilities should contact the UA Disability Resource Center (621-3268) for any special needs or accommodations.

All holidays or special events observed by organized religions will be honored for those students who show affiliation with a particular religion (see further the UA Calendar of Religious Holidays), and absences pre-approved by the UA Dean of Students (or Dean's designee) will be honored. 

In this class, you are expected to be respectful of others (see further the UA Policy on Threatening Behavior by Students) and to practice common courtesy by, e.g., turning off your cell phone, being punctual, not speaking during class, etc.

Statement of Content
The readings for this class are works of literature from the ancient (and modern) world; it has not been edited for sexual content, violence, or profanity.  In addition, from time to time we will watch scenes from movies or TV shows; some of these clips may contain scenes of violence, profanity, or nudity.  If you will feel offended by such elements, please do not take this course.




Schedule of readings

	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday

	
	Jan. 11th – Introduction
No reading
	Jan. 13th – Introduction
No reading

	Jan. 16th – no class (MLK)
	Jan. 18th – Gilgamesh
The Epic of Gilgamesh 
pp. 13-20; 61-84
	Jan. 20th – Gilgamesh
The Epic of Gilgamesh 
pp. 20-30; 85-96

	Jan. 23rd – Gilgamesh
The Epic of Gilgamesh 
pp. 97-119
	Jan. 25th – Gilgamesh
No reading
	Jan. 27th – Odyssey
Odyssey pp. 5-21

	Jan. 30th – Odyssey
Odyssey pp. 22-39
	Feb. 1st – Odyssey
Odyssey pp. 40-67
	Feb. 3rd – Odyssey
Odyssey pp. 68-93
Assignment 1 due

	Feb. 6th – Odyssey
Odyssey pp. 94-117
	Feb. 8th – Odyssey
Odyssey pp. 118-137
	Feb. 10th – Odyssey
Odyssey pp. 138-162

	Feb. 13th – Review
No reading
	Feb. 15th – 
Exam 1
(Epic of Gilgamesh, Odyssey)
	Feb. 17th – Bacchae
Bacchae pp. 391-411 
(provided on D2L site)

	Feb. 20th – Bacchae
Bacchae pp. 412-430
	Feb. 22nd – Bacchae
Bacchae pp. 431-456
	Feb. 24th – Aeneid
Aeneid pp. 1-25

	Feb. 27th – Aeneid
Aeneid pp. 26-51
	Feb. 29th – Aeneid
Aeneid pp. 52-74
	Mar. 2nd – Aeneid
Aeneid pp. 75-104

	Mar. 5th – Aeneid
Aeneid pp. 105-135
	Mar. 7th – Aeneid
Aeneid pp. 136-163
	Mar. 9th – Aeneid 
Aeneid pp. 164-197
Assignment 2 due

	Mar. 12th, 14th, 16th – no class (Spring Break)

	Mar. 19th – Ancient Popular Literature
No reading
	Mar. 21st – Ancient Popular Literature
Ephesian Tale pp. 7-25 
(provided on D2L site)

	Mar. 23rd – Ancient Popular Literature
Ephesian Tale pp. 25-49 

	Mar. 26th – Ancient Popular Literature
Lucian, or the Ass 
(provided on D2L site)
	Mar. 28th – Review
No reading
	Mar. 30th – 
Exam 2
(Bacchae, Aeneid, Ancient Popular Literature)

	Apr. 2nd – Premodern and Modern
No reading
	Apr. 4th – King Arthur
Gawain pp. 1-21 
(provided on D2L site)
	Apr. 6th – King Arthur
Gawain pp. 21-45 

	Apr. 9th – Modern Fantasy
Reading assignment TBA
	Apr. 11th – Modern Fantasy

	Apr. 13th – Modern Fantasy
Assignment 3 due

	Apr. 16th – Science Fiction
Read Johnson-Smith (provided on D2L site)
Other readings TBA
	Apr. 18th – Science Fiction

	Apr. 20th – Science Fiction


	Apr. 23rd – Interactive Fiction
Reading assignment TBA
	Apr. 25th – Interactive Fiction
	Apr. 27th – Interactive Fiction
Assignment 4 due

	Apr. 30th – Conclusion and Review
No reading
	May 2nd – Conclusion and Review
No reading
	

	Final Exam: Monday May 7th, 10:30-12:30 in Social Sciences 100
(Gilgamesh; Odyssey; Bacchae; Aeneid; Ancient Popular Literature; Arthurian literature; 
Modern Fantasy; Science Fiction; Interactive Fiction)





[bookmark: _GoBack]
Assignment Overview:
	Feb. 3rd 		Assignment 1 (7.5% of grade)
	Feb. 15th	Exam 1 (15% of grade)
	Mar. 9th		Assignment 2 (7.5% of grade)
	Mar. 30th	Exam 2 (15% of grade)
	Apr. 13th	Assignment 3 (7.5% of grade)
	Apr. 27th	Assignment 4 (7.5% of grade)
	May 7th		Final Exam (20% of grade)
